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DISCLOSURES
• Nothing to disclose
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BACKGROUND
• COVID-19 impact on the education/clinical placement of students 1
• Universities using online/remote delivery 
• Limited face to face delivery
• Clinical placement of undergraduates
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Aim
• To explore the impact of COVID-19 on radiography education and 
clinical development in Northern Ireland.
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METHODOLOGY
• Online survey using Qualtrics platform
• Students at Ulster University invited to participate via email
• Data collected at three timepoints across one academic year (2020/2021)
• Analysed using SPSS Version 25 and NVivo 12
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RESULTS
ISRRT World Congress, Dublin. August 20-22nd 
• 89, 79, 61 and 20, 26, 21 Diagnostic (D) and Therapeutic (T) students 
completed the survey at three different TP’s respectively (across three 
years of the programme). 
• The majority of respondents were in the university at TP’s 1-3 whilst 
an average of 18% of D and 23% of T respectively were on clinical 
placement. 
Figure 1a and b: Impact of COVID-19 on Diagnostic Radiography and Imaging students’ academic experiences 
(%) at Time 1 and Time 2.
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Figure 1a: Diagnostic Radiography and Imaging
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Figure 1b: Radiotherapy and Oncology 
Time 1 Time 2
Figure 2a: Impact of COVID-19 on students’ clinical placement experiences and 2b : skills (%) at Time 1, Time 
2 and Time 3 (Diagnostic Radiography and Imaging)
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2a: Diagnostic Radiography and Imaging: experience
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2b: Diagnostic Radiography and Imaging: clinical placement skills
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Figure 3a: Impact of COVID-19 on students’ clinical placement experiences and 3b: skills (%) at Time 2 and Time 3 
(Radiotherapy and Oncology). * no students on placement at Time 1 
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3a: Radiotherapy and Oncology clinical experience
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3b: Radiotherapy and Oncology skills
Time 1 Time 2 Time 3
Figure 4: Students (%) thoughts and feelings about the vaccine at Time 3.



















I have already got it
I will get it as soon as possible
I will take the vaccine but I am hesitant and apprehensive about it
I am in no hurry to get it
I will wait until I see what the side effects are
I will wait until I can get the second dose within the time frame recommended by the manufacturers
I do not want the vaccine as I am concerned at how quickly it was produced and approved
I am afraid that people will be less cautious once they get the vaccine
I think COVID-19 is like the cold/flu and I do not need a vaccine
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Figure 5: Diagnostic Radiography and Imaging and Radiotherapy and Oncology Students (%) opinions after 
living with COVID-19 for one year at T3
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I am not ready to return to normal working and teaching in classrooms until I get vaccinated
I do not want to return to university for classes and  want to continue with online learning full time
I am so fed up living a socially distanced lifestyle and I want to get back to normal
I am afraid this lockdown and social distancing is not going to end
I am worried I will feel awkward in crowds and lecture rooms when the lockdown ends
I am worried that I have lost touch with my friends, classmates and work colleagues
I am concerned about the amount of time I am sitting at a computer staring at a monitor
I find it easy to social distance and this working/teaching style suits me and my needs
I am happy to return to university but would rather continue with online learning full time
I am happy to return to university for classes but would like some online learning to be maintained in the
course delivery
I have managed to control my computer screen time and manage regular breaks throughout the day
I am afraid of the cornonavirus
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DISCUSSION
• The negative impact of COVID in terms of making and maintaining friendships 
and mental wellbeing increased slightly over the 3 timepoints
• Increased burden of student workload  
• COVID 19 had no impact or a positive impact on choice of career  
• Some positive impacts with flexible learning
• By TP3 students had adapted to synchronous and non-synchronous remote
learning -preferring teaching delivered via university and remote learning
combined
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CONCLUSION
• Radiography students quickly adapted to remote delivery of lectures
• Blended learning with some synchronous online delivery should be 
maintained in the post COVID-19 world
• We need to continue to support and invest in our workforce of the 
future
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